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US. CHARGES 2 ALLEGED "H T MEN W TH CONSPI RACY
TO COM T _MJRDER AND NARCOTI CS TRAFFI CKI NG

JAMVES B. COMVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced an Indictnment charging
HECTOR MANUEL RAMOS, a/k/a “H tman Manny, a/k/a “Mnny,” and
NELSON MORENO, a/k/a “The Getaway,” al/k/a “ATF,” with
participating in four separate nmurders in 1992 and 1993,
i ncluding the nurder of a |lawer, as well as with possessing a
firearmin connection with a crinme of violence and with
participating in a conspiracy to distribute crack cocai ne and
her oi n.

According to the three-count |Indictnent unsealed |late
yesterday, from about 1985 through about 1998, a group of “hit

men” known as “Tito's Crew were held on retainer by Col onbi an
drug deal ers and avail able to those drug dealers to commt nurder
in the United States. Menbers of Tito's Crew were all egedly
responsi ble for nore than 20 hom ci des, including the nurders of

two people who acted as confidential informants for the Drug
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Enf orcenent Admi nistration. On occasion, Tito s Crew asked
menbers of another group of hit nmen to accept contracts for
murder. RAMOS and MORENO were nenbers of this other group.

According to the Indictnment, in the early 1990s, RAMOS
and MORENO accepted and acted upon at |east four contracts to
murder, all of which originated with “Tito’s Crew.” In exchange
for approximately $5,000 each, between July 1992 and January
1993, they carried out these contracts and four separate people —
Martin Lora, Ranmon Garcia, Andao Feliz, and Luis Beltre — were
murdered in New York City. One of the victins, Beltre, was a
| awyer. According to a Conplaint filed in the case, RAMOS
admtted that he shot the |lawer while MORENO adm tted that he
acted as the getaway driver.

In May 2003, the Indictment charges, RAMOS and MORENO
accepted anot her contract to nurder fromthe sane person who had
comuni cated the contracts to nurder from*“Tito's Crew.”

However, according to the Indictnment, this person was acting in a
sting as a “cooperating wtness” at the tinme he gave the May 2003
contract. According to an earlier Conplaint, during a recorded
conversation in which RAMOS and MORENO partici pated on May 21,
2003, the defendants negotiated a price for the nmurder contract
and RAMOS said he woul d conplete the contract for a sum of noney.
Addi tionally, according to the Conplaint, at some point during
this recorded neeting, MORENO stated that he and RAMOS woul d

handl e the contract by approaching the victimand shooting him
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MORENO made sounds as if he were firing a gun: “Blap blap blap.”
No murder was carried out.

RAMOS and MORENO are al so charged with participating in
a conspiracy to sell crack cocaine and heroin. According to the
I ndi ctment, on May 21, 2003, RAMOS and MORENO participated in a
drug deal, selling another cooperating witness a quantity of
crack cocai ne and heroin.

| f convicted of the narcotics conspiracy, each
defendant faces a mnimumtermof 10 years in prison and a
maxi mumtermof life in prison. The firearns charge carries a
penalty of a mandatory 5 consecutive years in prison with a
possible |ife term The nurder-for-hire conspiracy carries a
maxi mum penalty of 10 years in prison.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the FB
and the NYPD. M. COMEY said the investigation is continuing.

Assi stant United States Attorneys DANIEL M d TNER and
HELEN CANTWELL are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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